Utility of short-latency evoked potentials in the classification of progressive, early onset cerebellar ataxias.
In recent years, several authors have proposed new classifications of inherited ataxias, some of them being based on systematic clinical studies of large groups of patients. This methodic approach has led to the identification of new types of ataxias and helped the development of molecular biology research in these diseases. Up to now, nerve conduction velocity and evoked potential studies have not been considered in the classification of hereditary ataxias. We have studied the results of short latency evoked potentials in 102 patients affected by a early onset, progressive cerebellar ataxia. Based on the results of this study and a review of the literature on this subject, we will evaluate the utility of nerve conduction velocity and evoked potential recordings in the classification of this group of diseases.